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§1003.9

§1003.9 Office of the Chief Immigra-
tion Judge.

(a) Organization. Within the Execu-
tive Office for Immigration Review,
there shall be an Office of the Chief Im-
migration Judge (OCIJ), consisting of
the Chief Immigration Judge, the im-
migration judges, and such other staff
as the Director deems necessary. The
Attorney General shall appoint the
Chief Immigration Judge. The Director
may designate immigration judges to
serve as Deputy and Assistant Chief
Immigration Judges as may be nec-
essary to assist the Chief Immigration
Judge in the management of the OCIJ.

(b) Powers of the Chief Immigration
Judge. Subject to the supervision of the
Director, the Chief Immigration Judge
shall be responsible for the supervision,
direction, and scheduling of the immi-
gration judges in the conduct of the
hearings and duties assigned to them.
The Chief Immigration Judge shall
have the authority to:

(1) Issue operational instructions and
policy, including procedural instruc-
tions regarding the implementation of
new statutory or regulatory authori-
ties;

(2) Provide for appropriate training
of the immigration judges and other
OCI1J staff on the conduct of their pow-
ers and duties;

(3) Direct the conduct of all employ-
ees assigned to OCIJ to ensure the effi-
cient disposition of all pending cases,
including the power, in his discretion,
to set priorities or time frames for the
resolution of cases, to direct that the
adjudication of certain cases be de-
ferred, to regulate the assignment of
immigration judges to cases, and oth-
erwise to manage the docket of mat-
ters to be decided by the immigration
judges;

(4) Evaluate the performance of the
Immigration Courts and other OCIJ ac-
tivities by making appropriate reports
and inspections, and take corrective
action where needed;

(5) Adjudicate cases as an immigra-
tion judge; and

(6) Exercise such other authorities as
the Director may provide.

(¢c) Limit on the Authority of the Chief
Immigration Judge. The Chief Immigra-
tion Judge shall have no authority to
direct the result of an adjudication as-
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signed to another immigration judge,
provided, however, that nothing in this
part shall be construed to limit the au-
thority of the Chief Immigration Judge
in paragraph (b) of this section.

(d) Immigration Court. The term Im-
migration Court shall refer to the local
sites of the OCIJ where proceedings are
held before immigration judges and
where the records of those proceedings
are created and maintained.
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§1003.10 Immigration judges.

(a) Appointment. The immigration
judges are attorneys whom the Attor-
ney General appoints as administrative
judges within the Office of the Chief
Immigration Judge to conduct speci-
fied classes of proceedings, including
hearings under section 240 of the Act.
Immigration judges shall act as the At-
torney General’s delegates in the cases
that come before them.

(b) Powers and duties. In conducting
hearings under section 240 of the Act
and such other proceedings the Attor-
ney General may assign to them, immi-
gration judges shall exercise the pow-
ers and duties delegated to them by the
Act and by the Attorney General
through regulation. In deciding the in-
dividual cases before them, and subject
to the applicable governing standards,
immigration judges shall exercise their
independent judgment and discretion
and may take any action consistent
with their authorities under the Act
and regulations that is appropriate and
necessary for the disposition of such
cases. Immigration judges shall admin-
ister oaths, receive evidence, and inter-
rogate, examine, and cross-examine
aliens and any witnesses. Subject to
§§1003.35 and 1287.4 of this chapter, they
may issue administrative subpoenas for
the attendance of witnesses and the
presentation of evidence. In all cases,
immigration judges shall seek to re-
solve the questions before them in a
timely and impartial manner con-
sistent with the Act and regulations.

(c) Review. Decisions of immigration
judges are subject to review by the
Board of Immigration Appeals in any
case in which the Board has jurisdic-
tion as provided in 8 CFR 1003.1.
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